
 

 
 

Industrial Designers Society of America (IDSA) Fact Sheet 
 

 The Industrial Designers Society of America began in 1965 out of the merger of several organizations 
to include American Designers Institute (ADI), Industrial Designers Institute (IDI), Industrial Designers 
Education Association (IDEA), Society of Industrial Designers (SID) and American Society of 
Industrial Designers (ASID). 

 IDSA’s core purpose is to advance the profession of industrial design through education, information, 
community and advocacy. 

 IDSA creates value by 

 Publishing Innovation, a quarterly professional journal of industrial design practice and education 
in America 

 Developing and organizing a joint national conference and education symposium each year, 
which brings together industrial designers, educators, business executives and students from all 
over the world 

 Hosting five district conferences annually where design practitioners, educators and students 
gather to consider the state of the profession  

 Creating and conducting the annual International Design Excellence Awards® (IDEA) and 
distributing information on the winners to the business, general, international and US design 
media  

 Hosting a website to communicate with the industrial design community, to keep members 
informed and to provide a place for unique content and dialogue to share 

 Distributing designBytes email that highlights the latest news and trends in the design world 
 Providing statistical research studies on professional practice, and the structure and financing of 

consulting and corporate design organizations 
 Advocating for the industrial design community to federal agencies and state governments 
 Serving as the primary information resource on design for national newspapers, magazines and 

television networks 
 Acting as a clearinghouse for design information requested by the general public 

 To serve the interests and activities of its members, IDSA formed 16 special interest sections

 
 Communicative Environments 
 Consumer Electronics 
 Design History 
 Design for the Majority 
 Design Protection 
 Design Research 
 Diversity 
 Ecodesign 

 
 Furniture 
 Housewares 
 Human Interaction 
 Materials & Processes 
 Medical 
 SAGE 
 Women in Design 
 Young Professional

 
 

 IDSA has five districts, 30 professional chapters in the US, China and Germany, and student 
chapters in almost every industrial design program throughout the nation.



NATIONAL: 
Northeast District 

 Boston 

 Central N.Y. 

 Mid-Atlantic 

 New York 

 Philadelphia 

 Rhode Island 
 

Southern District 

 Atlanta 

 Carolina 

 Florida 

 Texas 
 

Central District 

 Central Ohio 

 Kentucky 

 Michigan 

 Northern Ohio 

 Southern Ohio 

 Western Pennsylvania 

 
 

Midwest District 

 Chicago 

 Indiana 

 Kansas City 

 St. Louis 

 Wisconsin 
 

      West 

 Arizona 

 Los Angeles 

 Northwest 

 Oregon 

 Rocky Mountain 

 San Francisco 

 Silicon Valley 
 
INTERNATIONAL: 

 China Chapter 

 Munich Chapter 
 

 
 
Additional IDSA Facts: 
 

 As of January 2013, IDSA’s total membership is over 3,000. IDSA’s membership is made up 
of US-based design consultants, corporate designers and designer educators (66 percent); 
students (28 percent); affiliates (4 percent) and international members (2 percent). 

 IDSA members are present in every major design office and design consultancy. 

 IDSA’s membership shapes the human experience of products through their work in diverse 
product categories such as computers (Apple, Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard, Dell, IBM), 
consumer electronics (Nokia, Motorola, Bose, Garmin, T-Mobile, Samsung), transportation 
(Volvo, Honda, Cessna), medical equipment (Bayer, GE Healthcare, Ethicon Endosurgery, 
Philips), furniture (Steelcase, Herman Miller, Hayworth), housewares and home goods 
(Whirlpool, Tupperware, Kohler), toys (Radio Flyer, Mattel, Hasbro, Fisher-Price) and 
industrial equipment (Black + Decker, Crown, CCI, TTI). 

 According to Design Intelligence’s Almanac of Architecture & Design 2011, there are over 
1,900 design firms in the US. In 2010 the United States Department of Labor’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics estimated there were over 40,000 industrial design jobs in the US. IDSA lists 
61 schools that have industrial design programs. 

 IDSA is a member of the International Council of Societies of Industrial Design (Icsid), a 
global body representing over 50 countries. 

 IDSA participates in the US Design Policy Council, The Designers Accord and the Living 
Principles Initiatives. 

 

  

 



About Industrial Design 

Industrial design (ID) is the professional service of creating and developing concepts and 
specifications that optimize the function, value and appearance of products and systems for the 
mutual benefit of both user and manufacturer. 
 
Industrial designers develop these concepts and specifications through collection, analysis and 
synthesis of data guided by the special requirements of the client or manufacturer. They are 
trained to prepare clear and concise recommendations through drawings, models and verbal 
descriptions. 
 
Industrial design services are often provided within the context of cooperative working 
relationships with other members of a development group. Typical groups include management, 
marketing, engineering and manufacturing specialists. The industrial designer expresses 
concepts that embody all relevant design criteria determined by the group. 
 
The industrial designer's unique contribution places emphasis on those aspects of the product or 
system that relate most directly to human characteristics, needs and interests. This contribution 
requires specialized understanding of visual, tactile, safety and convenience criteria, with concern 
for the user. Education and experience in anticipating psychological, physiological and 
sociological factors that influence and are perceived by the user are essential industrial design 
resources. 
 
Industrial designers also maintain a practical concern for technical processes and requirements 
for manufacture; marketing opportunities and economic constraints; and distribution sales and 
servicing processes. They work to ensure that design recommendations use materials and 
technology effectively, and comply with all legal and regulatory requirements. 
 
In addition to supplying concepts for products and systems, industrial designers are often 
retained for consultation on a variety of problems that have to do with a client's image, such as 
product and organization identity systems, development of communication systems, interior 
space planning and exhibit design, advertising devices and packaging and other related services. 
Their expertise is sought in a wide variety of administrative arenas to assist in developing 
industrial standards, regulatory guidelines and quality control procedures to improve 
manufacturing operations and products.  
 
Industrial designers, as professionals, are guided by their awareness of obligations to fulfill 
contractual responsibilities to clients, to protect the public safety and well-being, to respect the 
environment and to observe ethical business practices. In conclusion, designers’ unique way of 
thinking and processes are called into play to solve business problems as well as creating 
physical products. 
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