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During the spring of 1995 our department began to explore the possibility of a study aboard 
program for our students.  I was assigned this task.  Ireland was the first country recommended 
partly because the predominately English speaking and because of an affiliation with an 
American professor who was serving as dean of a private at college, the Burren College of Art, 
located on the western coast of the country.  This was the first contact, which provided 
information about their school and additional information about colleges in Ireland that taught 
industrial design.   
 
Several phone conversations later, I introduced myself to department heads and faculty members 
at four colleges.  All most all of the department heads and faculty knew their counter parts at the 
other schools, which assisted in helping me to plan our inaugural trip.  Each of the four schools 
agreed to share studio space for one to two weeks and helped to develop the first collaborative 
projects.  Also, the representatives from each school provided recommendations for budget 
accommodations which where within walking distance from their campuses. 
 

Our first trip, which begin the 29th March 
1996, eleven students and I left the plains of 
Auburn, Alabama for Dublin, Ireland, on the 
departments first travel abroad study 
program.  The duration of this trip was for 
one quarter, ten weeks.  This has been the 
length of program each year.  In 2000, 
Auburn University converted to the semester 
system, which changed our typical departure 
time, but we have maintained the ten-week 
duration.  This past year, 2009, we 
completed our thirteen year.  We canceled 
the program in 2001. All of these years we 
have continued to visit all of the schools 
since the conception of the program and 
have added schools as well. 

 
Traveling Studio 
Our travel program is unique; our students’ register for classes as normal, receive the same 
number of course credits as normal, yet this course work takes place at several locations in 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland and England.  The course outlines for all studios and lecture 
classes are followed as close as possible. We move from school to school where we use the 
desks, drawing boards, model shop facilities, computer labs, and sometimes the faculty members 
at the various locations we visit.   Some of the colleges assign temporary passwords to our 
students enabling them computer access, for class work and for checking and sending email, 
saving them the expense of cyber cafés. 
 
The top questions I encounter by students, faculty and parents is how does the Collaborative 
Traveling Studio class compare to the traditional studio class?  From the beginning my answer 
has remained the same: The content is basically the same since its studio based content, but the 
experience each studio location offers is unique. It is impossible to duplicate the experience of 
developing a design in the studios and shops of Auburn while traveling abroad.  And it is equally 
difficult to duplicate the experiences that happen abroad. Each experience has it own merits.  The 
requirements will vary, but the deliverables remain close to the same as required in the traditional 
studio. Developing a design abroad is a challenge for both the student and the faculty member, a 
challenge that has always been worth it and extremely educational. 



 
Educational Format 
In the past six years we have targeted our program to sophomores and graduate students, even 
though we have taken third years and fourth years. Sophomores, second year design students, 
have proven to be more manageable in terms of studio and lecture courses.  A minimum of ten 
students are need to make the program financially feasible, so sometimes we allow other year 
levels to go if the number of second year students and graduate students are less than ten. 
 
Typically, we can offer short term projects that are started and completed at each school that we 
visit.  Often these projects are collaborative joint efforts with students from the host schools.  We 
pair or team our students with the same year level students at the host school.  Projects are 
determined and set before we arrive at the school and the briefs have been developed with the 
various faculty members prior to arrival. 
 
The program is during the spring semester, primarily because of weather and it allows the second 
year students to complete the first studio class during the fall semester. While abroad we try to 
maintain the same meeting days for the studio classes and lecture classes has those taught in 
Auburn.  Our class time begins with everyone meeting after breakfast and walk as a group to the 
host school.  Typically we arrive at ten in the morning and finish at three or four in the afternoon.  
Our goal is to complete the work during the studio time in order to have the evenings free. If 
available, we will occasionally hold lecture classes in the hostels or other meeting places and 
occasionally we use the lecture days for visiting local galleries, museums, design offices and 
areas of interest.  The weekends are used for sightseeing and for traveling to the next school 
location. 
 
The lecture classes taught are those required in our department and they coincide with the 
classes in Auburn.  The students attend classes in Auburn from the beginning of the spring 
semester to within one week of mid-semester. This gives the students time to prepare for the trip 
and allows them to complete forty to forty-five percent of the courses before departing.  All 
students have to meet a minimum grade point average for eligibility, which this is set by the Office 
of International Education at the university. An average grade is assigned to each student for the 
courses before departing abroad. The remaining portion of the grade is determined during the 
trip.   
 
The faculty leader has the responsibility of teaching all of the courses, both studio and lectures 
classes, that began prior to departure, so a willingness and flexibility are required.  Only 
departmental classes can be taught as we are not equipped or approved to teach courses outside 
out curriculum. Many of the professors at the host schools have been more than willing to lecture 
to our students on topics related to the lecture courses.   
 
Studying Abroad: Participating Schools 
Our first stop is Dublin, Ireland, at the premier 
art and design school in the Republic of 
Ireland, the National College of Art and Design 
(NCAD).  This was one the first contacts that 
we made thirteen years ago and through this 
contact other colleges were recommended. 
Dublin is a great city with loads of historical 
interest.  In the shadows of the Christ Church 
Cathedral we take residence in a youth hostel, 
which is located in the city center and is within 
walking distance of the NCAD, Trinity College, 
Temple Bar district, and Irelands National 
Museums and galleries. 
 



Two weeks in Dublin allows time to become acclimated to the climate, to get over jet lag, and to 
do research for the projects.  The facilities at NCAD are excellent; the students have access to 
the computer lab, library, and a model shop.  This is our first collaboration with Irish design 
students.  Our students are teamed with the design students at NCAD to work on a collaborative 
project.  Over the years we have successfully manage to create an educational environment that 
provides both the American and Irish students an opportunity to experience shared learning.  
Through the years many relationships have been created and maintained with this collaboration. 
 
After we complete our studies at the National College of Art and Design we take a short train ride 
to Carlow, Ireland to the Carlow Institute of Technology.  Arriving early during the week we 
collaborate for four days with the design students and faculty members at Carlow.  This year was 
our second consecutive visit to Carlow and both times we have been fortunate to work with the 
students and faculty on two industry sponsored projects. 
 
From Carlow, Ireland we board the train 
for Galway, Ireland. At the train station we 
are met by a private coach that takes us 
to the west coast of Ireland to the little 
village of Ballyvaughan, Ireland the 
location for the Burren College of Art.  The 
Burren College of Art is a special place for 
out program since this is the location of 
the first contact that launched the 
program.  Fine art is the main focus of the 
Burren College of Art, but for over thirteen 
years industrial design has made a 
significant impact on the college staff, 
students, and campus.  Auburn put 
industrial design on the map in 
Ballyvaughan, Ireland.  Since 1999 our 
students have developed, designed, fabricated and installed several pieces of outdoor furniture.  
It all started with the need for an outdoor grill, which the group of students in 1999 completed. 
Other projects have spawned from that initial endeavor into several seating benches, stone picnic 
tables, cast concrete parking-lot bollards and recycling trash bins made from recycled duct tubing. 
 
After an industrious week n Ballyvaughan the group transitions to a more traditional studio setting 
in Sligo, Ireland at the Sligo Institute of Technology. But before the collaboration with the 
industrial design students in Sligo our group detours to either Galway or Dublin for Saint Patrick’s 
Day celebration and parade. Also, the group takes a week break from classes and tours the 
towns of Waterford, Cork and Killarney before settling in to a project at the Sligo Institute of 
Technology.   
 
After Sligo the group goes north to the Magee College in Derry, Northern Ireland.  Magee College 
is part of the University of Ulster system.  The Industrial design department at Magee College 
holds an excellent reputation for design education in Northern Ireland. We added Magee College 
our list of schools we visit during our fourth year. 
 
From Northern Ireland we cross the Irish Sea to Scotland and then a short commuter train ride to 
the city of Glasgow.  Sharing studio space at the Glasgow School of Art is quite an inspiration, 
especially touring the Mackintosh Building and seeing the furnishings throughout the building.  
Glasgow School of Art was added to our school list on our fourth trip, and we have continued 
visiting there since.  The Glasgow experience provides our students with a valuable experience of 
studying in one of most famous art and design schools in the world. 
 
After our stay in Glasgow and quick visit to Edinburgh for a day or two of sightseeing the students 
make their way via train to Loughborough University, located in Leicestershire, United Kingdom.  



Our students have stated that Industrial design at Loughborough is the closest experience to 
what they are accustomed to in Auburn. Loughborough University concludes the schools that 
host our students.  All of the schools we visit willing create physical space and time for our 
students. Our department and the 190 plus students that have studied abroad on this program 
are beneficiaries of the extraordinary hospitality extended over these thirteen years. 
 
Collaborative Projects 
As stated, this program is a traveling studio; we take our projects and lecture materials with us.  
We have many opportunities to reconfigure our projects to involve the students in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, and England and a majority of the time the faculty members at the 
school have developed projects involving our students.  Since the conception of the program 
numerous projects have been completed, too many to list in detail in this paper and attempting to 
describe them would be too lengthy. If you are interested in knowing more about some of the 
projects and how they are managed contact the industrial design department at Auburn 
University.  
 
Listed below are titles of a few of the projects that have taken place at the various schools over 
the 13 years: 
National College of Art and Design, Dublin, Ireland 

• Temple Bar District – Street Furniture Design 
• Tray Attachment for Child Stroller – NCAD and Dublin City University 
• Pet Feeder – NCAD and Dublin City University 
• Rubber band Powered Vehicles 
• Ping-Pong Bal Separator 
• Furniture Design for Habitat Store 

Carlow Institute of Technology, Carlow, Ireland 
• Bus stop shelters 
• Childs stroller conversion design 

Burren College of Art, Ballyvaughan, Ireland 
• Outdoor Grill 
• Stone Picnic Table 
• Parking Lot Bollards 
• Outdoor Bench 
• Outdoor Seating System for nine 
• Outdoor Moveable bench and table system for 16 
• Magazine rack for Library 
• Display system for art gallery 
• Recycling bins for campus 
• Desk for the librarian 
• Lawn maintenance cart system 

Sligo Institute of Technology, Sligo, Ireland 
• Egg Cup Design – with Magee College 
• Table Lamps  
• Tool box saw handles 
• Battery powered pencil sharpeners 
• Battery powered erasers 

Magee College, University of Ulster, Derry, Northern Ireland 
• Problem Solving Techniques 
• Industry Collaborative projects 
• Automotive Rendering Seminars 

Glasgow School of Art, Glasgow, Scotland 
• Graveyard Design Analysis  
• 36 Varieties – Numerical and Alphabetic Photographic Survey 

 



Loughborough University,  Leicestershire, United Kingdom 
• Industry Collaborative Projects 

 
The most rewarding result from the projects is not the product outcome but the satisfaction of the 
interaction our students and faculty experience with students and faculty from the participating 
schools.  Since there are so many rewarding and eventful moments that come from the projects 
and from the relationships with the students and faculty members I suggest a trip abroad with a 
group of design students to see for your self the rewards.  
 
Management Methodology 
The method to manage this program had evolved over the years and changes are made each 
years based on experience and occasionally a new or revised policy form the university Office of 
International Education requires a change.  There are five main areas that have to been managed 
once the group of students participating has been determined and they are; the trip itinerary, 
budget, travel, accommodations and university study abroad requirements. 
  
Trip Itinerary 
Even though the trip itinerary has been set 
before group of students traveling has 
been determined it will probably change 
several times before departure.  The key 
factor to the itinerary is flexible.  The major 
stops and travel dates will probably not 
change, but day trips and other 
serendipitous activites seem to always 
happen. And some of those unplanned 
events are the highlights of the trip. The 
initial development of the itinerary is very 
time consuming, many hours contacting 
the schools, booking and confirming the 
accommodations, and working around 
holidays and other issues in preparing the 
schedule.  Many hours are dedicated to 
ironing out an itinerary.  In each case, the 
colleges have to fit us in to their class 
schedules.  The itinerary is started at least 
six months in advance of departure. 
Before the itinerary is finalized we began 
pre-booking youth hostels and Bed & 
Breakfast Inns.  A good itinerary is worth 
the planning. 

 
Budget 
Experience and over estimating are essential in creating a budget that works, which lessens the 
stress of managing the trip.  One of the factors in developing a workable budget is the currency 
exchange rate.  The internet has helped in recent years by being able to look at current and past 
exchange rates. The main line items on the budget are: airline tickets, travel will abroad, 
accommodations, museums and tours, and group meals.  Most of places we stay offer breakfast 
and we typically have one group meal a week together.   

 
Our students make a series of payments toward the travel program; usually a payment is required 
each month. With the money collected, we pay for the flights, accommodations (most include a 
breakfast), one evening meal per week, all travel in the countries, site-seeing tours, and other 
events.  The students are responsible for their lunch and most evening meals, laundry and 
personal supplies.  Art and design supplies are shared by the students and plan this before 
departure.  The money collected for the department overhead stays with the department and is 



used for emergencies and to fund the planning expenses for the next years travel program.  The 
fees collected pay the professor’s traveling expenses; negotiating group flight sales and booking 
arrangements made with the youth hostels and B&B’s help to reduce the professor’s expenses.  If 
additional money is needed it can be obtained from the departmental overhead. 

 
It is recommended that you develop a good method of recording and saving receipts during the 
trip.  Each university will require some method of expense reconciliation and having a method to 
save itemized receipts and an accurate recording system reduces stress.   

 
Travel 
I use a travel agency to secure our initial round trip flight, but after that I book all other travel 
during the program.  I become the travel agent. This includes public buses, private coaches, 
trains, planes and taxis.  Using different methods of travel during the study abroad program is an 
education all by its self.  There are times when we load up our luggage, which is typically a 
backpack, hike to the nearest bus stop and hop on the bus to the train station. We move often 
and a good backpack is a must, especially when we hike to the bus or train station. Buses and 
trains are the primary mode of getting around the country, but you are limited to their time 

schedules.  Using the local bus and rail service 
provides a true cultural experience and removes the 
tourist element.  When to choose from a train, bus, taxi 
or hiring a mini coach comes from experience and 
recommendations from the faculty at the colleges.  
Sometimes it’s easier to hike, especially in the towns.  
The trains are the favorite choice. I have seen our 
students sketch and do marker-renderings on the train 
using the tables as a desk.  A must for the students is 
to purchase an International Student Travel Card, 
which entitles them to discounted travel for buses and 
trains. We purchase the cards for the students in 
Dublin on the first or second day of the trip.  

Some of the travel within the countries can be booked prior to departure but a majority is booked 
on location.  This requires time during the trip and some can be booked from the internet, but 
there are times when you are scrambling to find an ATM because the local attendant at the train 
depot in a remote area only takes cash.  Usually the receptionist or the manager where you are 
staying is helpful in offering advice for travel. 

 
Accommodations 
As the travel agent I book and pre-pay all 
accommodations before departing the States. 
Primarily we stay in youth hostels and have 
learned which ones to stay in over the years, 
some are definitely better than others, but they 
all offer a unique experience.  If youth hostels 
are not available or if there is a problem with 
them we use guesthouses and B&B’s. One of 
our favorite accommodations is the Irish 
cottages in Ballyvaughan.  We rent them for the 
week and students love them because of the 
privacy and they are equipped with a kitchen 
and a washing machine clothes dryer. 

 
We try to use the same places year to year as we built a relationship with the management and 
we know what to expect.  For the past two years we have stayed at fourteen different places in 
less than ten weeks.  This may seem like a lot but it is quite manageable and offers variety to our 
trip. Occasionally, there may be an issue with a room or bathroom, but you deal with these as 



they surface. It is recommended to contact the next place that the group is moving to a week 
before arrival. 

 
University Study Abroad Requirements 
Requirements particular to each university or college will vary. Request a meeting with one of the 
officers in the study abroad office and visit other departments that have a reputation of 
successfully operating a study abroad trip. 
 
Conclusion 
Our Collaborative Traveling Studio Abroad has been very successful and is packed with many 
experiences that it is difficult to explain in written words and even through photographs. You must 
experience one for yourself. Directing the traveling studio is one the most rewarding experiences I 
have encountered in my career.  Each member of our faculty has the opportunity to lead the trip 
and on our most recent trip we sent four faculty members.  They would overlap for a couple of 
days and pass the baton to the next leader.    
 
There are many ways to make the trip work and methods for recruitment of students.  If there is 
interest in starting a program similar to our Collaborative Traveling Studio Abroad, please contact 
Randall N. Bartlett, Ireland Coordinator, at the Department of Industrial Design, Auburn 
University. 
 
 


